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physiology and anatomy, biology, physical educa-
tion and handicrafts. The intending teachers are
required to acquire a thorough knowledge of the
subjects included in the curriculum of the element-
ary schools. Practical training is given in the
neighbouring Volksschulen. During the first
year, the students spend more time in observing
others teach than in being engaged in teaching
themselves. For purposes of observation they go
not only to elementary schools, but to secondary
schools and kindergartens as well. They also
visit playgrounds, gar den schools, open-air schools,
experimental schools, vocational schools, hostels
and child-welfare centres. Special attention is
paid in all the training institutions to the methods
of dealing with boys whose mental or physical
development is not normal.
At the end of the two years' course there is a
written and practical examination, success in
which entitles a teacher to teach in an elementary
school as a probationer. After he has acquired
practical experience for two years, he has to pass
a second examination in order to qualify himself
for a permanent appointment.
Instead of establishing independent training
colleges for the training of teachers of elementary
schools, Thuringia, Saxony, Hamburg and a few
other States have left the training of such teachers
to the universities. The period of training In the
training institutions attached to the universities is
three years, but in all other respects these institu-
tions resemble the Pedagogical Academies.